4                                   INDIA-RTJBBEE.

actual priority of manufacture, there is very little between
Charles Macintosh and Thomas Hancock. The latter was
in the year 1819 energetically pursuing investigations on
india-rubber, and if it had occurred to him to use naphtha
instead of turpentine, a well-known article of clothing
would doubtless have received some other name than that
by which it is so universally known. In other respects,
however, in its influence upon the development of the
trade, Hancock's work as regards the mastication and
vulcanization of india-rubber was of far greater importance
than was Macintosh's, and a business arrangement was
formed in 1826 between Hancock and the Macintosh linn
at Manchester for their mutual advantage. The former's
original factory in Goswell Road, London, is still carried
on by his descendants, and can legitimately be called the
oldest factory in the trade, though, as far as vulcanized
rubber is concerned, that distinction belongs indisputably
to Charles Macintosh and Co. Those who would know more
of Hancock and his work will find it fully treated in his
"Personal Narrative of the Origin and Progress of the
India-rubber Manufacture in England/' published in 1857.
It indicates the indomitable perseverance with which he
applied himself to the solution of baffling problems, though
naturally in the advanced knowledge of these later times
it is not always easy to appreciate the disabilities under
which the forerunners in this industry laboured, or to make
clue allowance for their failure to grasp the significance of
what we have come to look upon as obvious. The book
has, of course, been long out of print, and many will,
therefore, probably find it difficult of access. Hancock's
first important discovery was that scraps of pure rubber
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